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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  1902. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of 
Weston-s  uper- ma  re. 


Gentlemen, 

Since  my  last  Annual  Report  the  hamlet  of 
Milton,  part  of  the  neighbouring*  parish  of  Kew 
stoke,  with  an  area  of  572  acres  and  a  population 
of  794,  has  been  annexed  to  your  district,  increasing 
our  population  by  this  addition  to  19,844  (census 
1901).  This  with  an  estimated  increase  of  250  to 
the  middle  of  1902  brings  the  total  population  of 
the  town  to  20,094,  and  the  area  of  the  District  in 
acres  (exclusive  of  that  covered  by  water)  to  2483, 
the  previous  area  being  1911  acres. 
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From  the  Registrar's  returns  I  find  that  during* 
the  year  1902  307  births  (161  males  and  146 
females)  were  registered  in  the  District,  giving  a 
rate  of  15*27  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population, 
20,094.  The  births  for  1901  numbered  344,  showing 
a  decrease  of  37  in  1902. 

The  deaths  during  the  same  period  number  272 
(130  males  and  142  females),  being  an  increase 
of  5  on  the  number  in  1901,  and  giving  a  death 
rate  13*53  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 
Thirty-four,  or  12*5  percent.,  of  the  deaths  recorded 
were  of  children  under  one  year  of  age,  and  115, 
or  42*2  per  cent.,  of  persons  aged  65  years  and 
upwards,  viz.,  23  between  65  and  70,  57  between 
70  and  80,  33  between  80  and  90,  and  2  between 
90  and  100,  giving  an  average  of  75  years  and 
9  months. 

The  deaths  registered  from  the  principal  Zymotic 
Diseases  number  22,  as  against  13  for  1901,  and 
give  a  death  rate  of  1  *09  per  1000  of  the  population. 

The  deaths  occurred  in  the  Wards  are  as 


follows : — 

Ward.  Population.  Deaths.  Rate  per  1000. 

West  .  6056  ...  71  ...  n*7 

South  .  6343  •••  84  ...  13*2 

East .  7445  ...  1 1 7  ...  15-5 

I9844  272 


Estimated  Increase,  250  to  middle  of  present  year. 


20,094 
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The  list  of  deaths  includes  15  in  the  General 
Hospital,  23  amongst  visitors,  3  in  the  Statutory 
Hospital,  and  17  requiring  the  Coroner's  inquisi¬ 
tion. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths 
from  all  causes  and  those  from  the  seven  principal 
Zymotic  Diseases  for  the  past  ten  years  : — 

1893  1894  1895  1896  1897  1898  1899  1900  1901  1902 

253  206  282  243  234  263  284  289  267  272 

Deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases: — 

11  15  9  15  17  27  18  16  13  22 

During  the  year  ioo  Notifications  of  Infectious 
Diseases  were  received,  of  which  51  were  of 
Scarlatina,  28  of  Diphtheria,  8  of  Enteric  Fever, 
and  13  of  Erysipelas. 

Small=pOX— No  case  occurred  in  the  District. 

Scarlatina. — 51  cases  were  notified — 18  in  the 
first,  10  in  the  second,  15  in  the  third,  and  8  in  the 
fourth  quarters  respectively.  The  disease  generally 
was  of  a  mild  type,  and  no  death  is  returned  from 
this  complaint.  19  cases  were  reported  from  the 
West,  17  from  the  South,  and  15  from  the  East 
Wards.  42  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  the 
Statutory  Hospital.  I  may  mention  that  five 
cases  were  notified  from  one  and  three  from  a 
second  house.  Many  of  the  cases  were  traceable 
to  importation. 

Diphth  eria. —  28  cases  were  notified  as  against 
10  for  1901.  14  in  the  first,  3  in  the  second,  8  in 

the  third,  and  3  in  the  fourth  quarters  respectively; 
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1 6  of  which  were  reported  from  the  East,  6  from 
the  West,  and  6  from  the  South  Wards.  Defective 
sanitary  arrangements  were  responsible  for  several 
ot  the  cases,  which  defects  were  immediately 
attended  to.  Three  deaths  are  due  to  this  disease. 
1 1  cases  were  removed  to  the  diphtheria  wards  at 
the  Statutory  Hospital. 

Enteric  Fever. — Eight  cases  were  reported, 
one  of  which  was  traceable  to  defective  sanitary 
arrangements,  and  four  were  indirectly  due  to 
eating  unwholesome  oysters  in  the  month  of  July. 
The  sources  of  the  other  three  I  could  not  satis¬ 
factorily  trace.  One  of  the  cases  was  removed  to 
the  General  Hospital.  Two  deaths  are  due  to  the 
disease.  I  feel  I  ought  to  advise  you  to  take  some 
action  to  warn  the  public  of  the  danger  they  are 
exposed  to  by  eating  the  shell-fish  referred  to  above 
when  out  of  season  and  from  an  unknown  source. 

Measles. — This  complaint  was  prevalent  during 
the  last  six  months,  and  in  the  newly  added  district 
of  Milton  the  disease  assumed  so  epidemic  a  form 
as  to  necessitate  the  closing  of  the  elementary 
school.  This  complaint  is  not  notifiable  in  the 
district;  12  deaths  are  returned  under  this  head. 

Diarrhoea  was  slightly  prevalent  in  the  third 
quarter.  Only  three  deaths  are  returned  from  this 
complaint;  two  in  children  under  one  year  of  age, 
and  one  in  a  person  aged  84  years. 

Whooping  Cough. — Few  cases  came  under 
my  notice,  and  no  death  is  due  to  this  disease. 
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The  Milton  District.  —  Reverti  ng  to  the  an¬ 
nexation  of  Milton  to  your  district  1  must  again 
bring  to  your  notice  the  necessity  of  safeguarding 
your  water  supply  from  any  possible  pollution,  the 
well  being  in  such  close  proximity  to  the  newly 
added  area.  I  have  made  during  the  past  year 
several  inspections  of  Milton  generally,  and  I 
regret  to  report  that  its  sanitary  condition  is 
anything  but  satisfactory.  Most  of  the  village 
sewage  drains  into  soak-away  cess-pools,  and  I 
found  in  nearly  every  case  the  contents  over¬ 
flowing  on  to  the  adjacent  ground  and  into  the 
neighbouring  ditches.  The  wells  supplying  water 
for  domestic  purposes  were  in  several  instances 
seriously  contaminated  with  sewage,  they  being 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  cess-pools,  and 
situated  in  the  same  stratum.  This  is  a  matter  I 
consider  of  pressing  urgency,  which  I  hope  to  see 
soon  corrected  by  a  pure  water  supply  provided 
from  the  town  Water  Works,  and  also  a  proper 
system  of  drainage  carried  out  for  the  whole  area. 

To  em  ph  asize  the  above  statement  I  may  add 
that  many  laundries  abound  within  this  undrained 
area,  chiefly  supported  by  Weston-super-Mare, 
which  increases  the  risks  and  dangers  to  your 
town,  especially  should  infectious  disease  occur  in 
an  epidemic  form. 

I  am  pleased,  however,  to  know  that  your  Council 
has  already  decided  on  a  scheme  for  the  complete 
drainage  of  the  district,  and  I  cannot  too  strongly 
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urge  upon  you  to  expedite  the  work  as  much  as 
possible;  and  I  am  glad  also  to  know  that  you  are 
at  present  actively  engaged  in  laying  water  mains 
to  the  unsupplied  area. 

Refuse  Destructor, —  In  my  annual  report  for 
1898  I  strongly  advised  your  Council  as  to  the 
desirability  of  providing  a  refuse  destructor.  Until 
the  present  time  advantage  has  been  taken  of  the 
Pottery  clay  pits,  but  recent  observations  and 
inspections  of  mine  show  that  such  accommoda¬ 
tion  is  almost  exhausted,  rendering  it  necessary 
to  pile  the  fresh  refuse  to  some  height  above  the 
ground  level.  The  result  of  this  primitive  mode  of 
refuse  disposal  causes  at  times  a  very  offensive 
and  almost  unbearable  odour.  I  therefore  con¬ 
sider  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  it  is 
imperative  for  you  to  provide  a  modern  refuse 
destructor,  especially  taking  into  consideration 
the  close  proximity  of  a  large  number  of  occupied 
houses,  and  the  increasing  growth  of  our  town  in 
the  neighbourhood  where  the  refuse  is  at  present 
deposited. 

In  my  annual  reports  for  the  last  three  or  four 
years  I  have  advised  your  Council  of  the  necessity 
for  providing  increased  accommodation  for  diseases 
of  an  infectious  character,  either  by  the  erection  of 
another  hospital  adapted  to  the  requirements  of  an 
increasing  population,  or  by  the  extension  of  the 
present  building.  As  I  have  before  remarked  in 
previous  reports,  a  seaside  resort  like  Weston- 
super-Mare  is  more  exposed  to  the  importation  of 
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infectious  diseases  than  inland  places.  This  makes 
it  more  important  that  we  should  be  prepared  for 
all  emergencies,  and  provide  accommodation,  not 
only  for  the  poorer  classes  of  the  population,  but 
*for  the  children  of  visitors,  pupils  in  schools,  &c., 
who  can  afford  proper  remuneration  for  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  treatment  in  a  good  Isolation  Hospital. 
I  am  now,  however,  pleased  to  note  that  during 
the  year  you  have  added  a  new  ward  to  your  present 
building  for  paying  and  other  patients,  which  will, 
I  hope,  meet  the  requirements  for  some  time. 

The  New  Factory  Act. — The  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  came  into  force  on  1st 
January,  1902.  It  repeals  or  consolidates  all 
previous  legislation  on  the  subject,  and  imposes 
several  new  and  important  powers  and  duties  on 
Medical  Officers  of  H  ealth  and  Local  Authorities. 
The  following  report  shows  the  work  done  in 
connection  with  the  sanitation  of  Workshops  and 
Workplaces,  Bakehouses  and  Homework,  a  copy 
of  which  will  be  sent,  according  to  enactment,  to 
the  Secretary  of  State. 

In  accordance  with  the  above  A.ct,  a  Register  of 
Workshops  is  kept  at  the  Sanitary  Office,  in 
which  particulars  of  every  Workshop  visited  are 
recorded.  A  list  of  Home-workers  has  been 
obtained  from  every  occupier  of  a  Factory,  Work¬ 
shop  or  other  place  giving  out  certain  classes  of 
work  to  be  done  at  home,  on  the  prescribed  forms, 
which  are  filed.  I  may  also  add  that  inspections 
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have  been  made  of  the  dwelling's  of  outworkers,  and 
that  all  wrere  found  to  be  in  a  clean  and  wholesome 
condition.  In  only  two  houses  where  Homework 
was  carried  on  were  infectious  cases  notified,  and  in 
both  instances  work  was  prohibited,  and  all  gar4 
ments  on  the  premises  were  thoroughly  disinfected. 

Every  Workroom  has  been  carefully  measured 
and  cubed,  and  a  card  with  the  number  of  persons 
allowed  to  occupy  such  room  given  to  the  occupier. 
As  will  be  seen  in  a  statement  included  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  report,  overcrowding  has  been 
abated,  ventilation  improved,  and  the  various 
sanitary  defects  discovered  and  remedied. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  in  this  area  no  under¬ 
ground  Bakehouses  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Act.  All  retail  Bakehouses  have  been  periodically 
inspected  during  the  past  year,  when  cleansing  and 
lime  washing  were  executed  at  least  twice  during 
the  said  period.  The  water  supply  in  every  case 
was  disconnected  from  any  cistern  supplying  a 
w.c.  There  were  no  drain  openings  discovered 
inside,  and  no  closets  found  to  communicate 
directly  with  the  Bakehouses. 

The  details  of  registration,  and  nuisances  dis¬ 
covered,  appear  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  report 
attached. 

I  also  append  a  report  showing  particulars  of 
sanitary  work  done  by  your  Inspector,  and  it  is 
only  right  to  state  that  Mr.  Jones  has  carried  out 
the  duties  of  his  office  in  a  most  efficient  manner, 
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which  is  bound  to  prove  highly  beneficial  and 
advantageous  to  the  health  of  the  town.  I  may 
add  my  approval  of  the  action  of  your  Council  in 
giving  Mr.  Jones  practically  the  control  of  the 
sanitary  arrangements  of  new  buildings. 

I  am  glad  to  see  you  are  reconstructing  the 
sanitary  arrangements  of  the  bath  house  at 
Knightstone,  which  was  urgently  needed;  and  also 
that  new  sewers  have  been  laid  in  the  Uphill 
Drove  Road,  Uphill  Road,  New  Street  and  other 
parts  of  the  town,  all  of  which  are  working 
satisfactorily. 

The  erection  of  public  sewer  ventilating  shafts 
is,  I  am  pleased  to  note,  carried  out  whenever 
opportunities  occur.  It  is  however  most  impor¬ 
tant  that  a  systematic  inspection  should  be  regularly 
made,  as  any  defects  existing  would  be  a  real 
source  of  danger. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  observe  that  several  of  the 
public  urinals  have  been  modernized,  and  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  drawing  your  attention  to  the 
necessity  of  providing  additional  lavatory  accom¬ 
modation  on  the  sea  front. 

The  execution  of  private  street  works  will  tend 
to  better  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town,  as 
will  also  the  improvement  carried  out  by  the  re¬ 
laying  and  extension  of  several  of  the  hackney 
carriage  stands.  With  regard  to  the  scavenging- 
cleansing  of  roads  and  footpaths,  and  the  removal 
of  house  refuse,  these  requirements  have  been 
carried  out  with  the  usual  efficiency. 
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Tabl  es  i,  2,  3,  4  (which  I  append)  are  tabulated 
statements  of  the  deaths  registered  and  of  the 
sickness  in  the  district,  classified  according*  to 
diseases,  ag*es  and  localities. 

A  word  of  praise  is  also  due  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  for  having*  so  efficiently  performed  their 
executive  duties  at  the  Statutory  Hospital,  and 
who,  with  Miss  Knipe,  have  given  me  the  greatest 
satisfaction  in  their  attention,  care  and  kindness  to 
the  patients.  Their  report  of  the  year  is  appended. 

In  conclusion  I  may  add  that  systematic  inspec¬ 
tion  of  the  district  has  been  made  as  time  permitted, 
and  all  insanitary  conditions  and  ordinary  nuisances 
as  soon  as  they  were  discovered  received  immediate 
attention  ;  while  those  localities  in  which  Zymotic 
Diseases  appeared  were  specially  and  carefully 
watched,  and  their  hygienic  requirements  attended 
to. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
CHAS.  VERNON  HITCHINS, 

Wyndham  Villa,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

yth  February ,  iqoj. 


Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1902  and  previous  years. 
WESTON  SUPER  MARE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
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TABLE  II. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Separate  Localities  in  1902 
and  previous  years. 


District — Weston-super-Mare 

Urban. 

Population  esti¬ 
mated  to  middle 
of  each  Year. 

Births  registered. 

Deaths  at  all  ages. 

Deaths  under 

1  year. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

16,150 

310 

238 

49 

16,500 

321 

228 

45 

16,800 

331 

189 

29 

17,300 

316 

260 

40 

17,600 

332 

220 

43 

18,000 

317 

214 

39 

18,500 

337 

242 

43 

19,000 

319 

258 

44 

19,500 

319 

266 

49 

19,050 

344 

262 

37 

17,840 

324-6 

237-7 

41-8 

20,094 

307 

268 

34 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

1896 

1897 

1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 


Averages 


of  A  ears 


1892 

1901 


n 


to 


1902 


TABLE  III. 


Gases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1902  in  the 
Weston-super-Mare  Urban  District. 


Notifiable 

Disease. 

Ci 

At 

all 

ages. 

\ses  Notified  in  whole 
District  (H). 

At  Ages — Years. 

Number  of  Cases 
Removed  to 
Hospital  from 
each  Locality. 

1  to 

5- 

5  to 
*5- 

1 5  t  o 
25. 

C  . 

^  *0 

<N 

65  & 
up- 
w’ds. 

Diphtheria  ... 

28 

6 

13 

5 

4 

11 

Erysipelas  ... 

13 

2 

2 

1 

6 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

51 

7 

31 

9 

4 

42 

Enteric  Fever 

8 

1 

5 

2 

1 

Totals 

100 

15 

47 

20 

16 

2 

54 

Isolation  Hospital :  Statutory  Hospital. 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1902. 
WESTON  SUPER  MARE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
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CHAS.  VERNON  HITCHINS, 

Date,  February  yth,  igoj.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


I. 

Institutions  within  the 
District  receiving  sick  and 
infirm  persons  from  out¬ 
side  the  District. 


Royal  West  of 
England  Sanatorium. 

General  Hospital. 


II. 

Institutions  outside  the 
District  receiving  sick  and 
infirm  persons  from  the 
District. 


Axbridge  Union 
Workhouse. 


III. 

Other  Institutions,  the 
deaths  in  which  have  been 
distributed  among  the 
several  localities  in  the 
District. 


Nil. 


Children’s 

Convalescent  Home. 


Sunshine,  Rainfall  and  Temperatures  for  each  month  of  the  Year. 


Month. 

Maximum  in 
Shade. 

Minimum  in 
Shade. 

Mean 

Temperature. 

Maximum  in 
Sun  Solar. 

Minimum  on 
grass. 

(Terrestrial.) 

Amount  of 
Rain  —  Inches. 

N  umber  of  Wet 
or  Rainy  Days. 

Hours  of 
Sunshine. 

Barometer. 

January  - 

46-8 

39-0 

42*9 

60-3 

35*9 

1*70 

14 

534 

30*783 

February 

42-1 

30-8 

36-4 

59*0 

38*9 

1*06 

9 

67f 

29*899 

March 

50-4 

38-7 

44-5 

78-0 

36*8 

1*64 

12 

94f 

29*992 

April 

55*8 

38-9 

47 '3 

88-3 

35*4 

1*45 

9 

1634 

29*964 

May 

57-5 

43-0 

50-2 

92*1 

40*1 

2*54 

18 

217 

30*122 

June 

66-7 

52-0 

59-3 

99*8 

49*7 

2*68 

15 

1804 

29*957 

July 

70-3 

55-2 

62-7 

101*5 

51*0 

1*74 

10 

226 

30*122 

August 

69-0 

53-9 

61-4 

102*0 

50*0 

3*17 

20 

147J 

29*997 

September 

62-5 

49 '4 

55-9 

94*9 

45*2 

2*23 

11 

150| 

30*121 

October 

56-9 

45-7 

51-3 

76*9 

42*0 

2*74 

15 

78 

30*038 

November 

51-7 

40-9 

46-3 

63*6 

36*8 

2*97 

17 

59f 

29*873 

December 

46-3 

36*7 

4U5 

58*0 

33*1 

2*24 

11 

474 

30*108 

Mean  &  Totals 
for  1902. 

56.3 

43*7 

50-0 

81*2 

41*3 

26*16 

161 

1,486 

30*076 

16 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S 
ANNUAL  REPORT 

for  1902. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council 
of  Weston-super-Mare. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  second  Annual 
Report  upon  the  work  done  in  my  department. 

Written  and  Verbal  Notices. — During  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1902,  the  number  of 
written  notices  served  on  Owners  or  Occupiers  for 
the  abatement  of  nuisances  was  201,  whilst  422 
letters  were  written  in  respect  of  nuisances,  and 
1 13  verbal  notices  given.  Each  notice  sets  forth 
fully  in  detail  the  work  required  to  be  done  to 
abate  the  nuisance  existing'.  I  may  mention  that 
whenever  possible  verbal  notices  are  given  and 
every  required  explanation  made,  thus  saving  a 
good  deal  of  trouble  and  delay 

Improvements  to  House  Drains.  —A  good 
deal  of  attention  and  time  has  been  given  to  the 
condition  of  house  drains  and  sanitary  fittings, 
and  in  185  premises  new  water-tight  drains  were 
provided.  This  work  being  so  very  important, 
a  considerable  amount  of  time,  therefore,  is  taken 
up,  as  numerous  visits  are  made  in  each  case  whilst 
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the  work  is  in  progress.  All  the  drains  laid  or 
repaired  are  tested  with  water  before  and  after 
being"  covered  up,  and  all  soil-pipes  and  ventilating* 
shafts  that  are  repaired  or  renewed  tested  with  the 
smoke  machine.  It  is  nothing*  unusual  for  one 
to  be  asked,  “  What  is  the  matter  with  the  drain  ? 
it  runs  all  rig*ht, "  so  that  frequently,  from  the 
owner’s  point  of  view,  a  good  water-tight  drain 
is  not  appreciated,  and  as  long  as  the  sewage 
&c.  runs  away  somewhere  out  of  sight  they  are 
satisfied.  It  is  with  them  a  case  of  “out  of  sight, 
out  of  mind.”  The  principal  object  of  modern 
drains  is  that  they  should  be  made  to  convey  all 
sewage  &c.  as  rapidly  as  possible  away  from  the 
premises,  before  any  decomposition  is  commenced. 
The  drains  should  also  be  water  and  smoke  tight, 
and  made  accessible  from  every  point.  To  em¬ 
phasize  the  necessity  of  the  latter  I  may  add  that 
one  frequently  comes  across  a  drain  that  has  been 
successively  opened  at  different  points  with  a  view 
of  clearing  a  stoppage,  which  perforations  are 
often  found  to  have  been  merely  covered  over  with 
pieces  of  slates  or  bricks,  and  roughly  set  in  lime 
mortar.  Intercepting  traps  and  access  chambers  — 
the  latter  having  hermetically  sealed  covers — are 
provided  in  every  case,  and  special  attention  is  given 
to  have  the  clearing  eyes  of  the  former  properly 
fixed,  otherwise  these  traps  become  useless. 

Complaints.  —  The  number  of  Complaints 
received  and  registered  was  445,  which  is  an 
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increase  of  56  as  compared  with  1901.  These 
were  promptly  attended  to  and  investigated,  which 
absorbed  a  o-reat  deal  of  time  that  could  otherwise 

o 


have  been  spent  in  additional  systematic  inspection 
of  the  district.  Many  requests  were  made  for  the 
application  of  the  smoke  and  water  tests  to  the 
drains  and  sanitary  fittings  of  houses,  but  as  such 
testing  has  been  discontinued  by  the  town,  private 
tradesmen  are  employed,  and  in  the  majority  of 
cases  the  tests  are  witnessed  by  this  department, 
and  every  other  assistance  possible  is  continued  to 
be  given  to  satisfy  occupiers,  incoming  tenants  and 
others  as  to  the  existing  condition  of  the  sanitary 
state  of  any  particular  premises. 


House  to  House  Inspection. — Whenever  time 
permitted,  a  systematic  inspection  of  your  district 
was  carried  out,  in  compliance  with  the  Order  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  dated  the  23rd 
March,  1891,  with  a  view  of  discovering  any 
nuisance  that  might  exist,  or  any  breach  of  the 
town  bye-laws.  In  all,  105  premises  were  inspected 
under  this  head,  and  an  inventory  of  the  apparent 
condition  of  the  sanitary  arrangements  taken  and 
entered  in  a  special  book  for  that  purpose.  Par¬ 
ticular  attention  was  given  to  the  flushing  of 
w.c.’s,  purity  of  water  supply,  nuisances  from 
overcrowding,  disconnection  of  waste  pipes  of 
sinks  and  baths,  as  well  as  rain  water  down  pipes 
from  the  drains,  and  the  state  of  the  houses  and 
surroundings  generally. 
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Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  eight  licensed 
private  slaughter  houses  within  the  district,  and 
they  are  conveniently  situated  within  the  same  curti¬ 
lage  as  the  public  abattoir.  These  premises  have 
been  regularly  inspected,  and  received  the  same 
careful  attention  as  in  the  past.  The  floors  were 
thoroughly  cleansed  daily,  and  all  offal  and  filth 
promptly  and  regularly  removed  from  the  premises. 
The  usual  quarterly  notices  were  served  to  remind 
the  occupiers  that  the  inside  surfaces — -above  the 
floor — of  their  premises  had  to  be  cleansed  and 
lime-washed,  which  notices  were,  without  exception, 
complied  with.  On  the  whole,  the  bye-laws  regu¬ 
lating  slaughter-houses  have  been  well  observed, 
and  the  same  remarks  apply  to  the  Public 
Slaughter  House,  which  has  been  kept  in  a  most 
cleanly  state  by  your  caretaker. 

Unsound  Meat  &c. — During  the  year  two 
carcases  of  pork  were  seized  and  destroyed  as 
being  unfit  for  the  food  of  man,  which  carcases, 
together  with  the  viscera,  were  readily  surrendered 
by  the  owner.  No  unsound  fruit  or  other  food 
was  seized,  but  continued  observation  was  kept, 
particularly  on  the  street  barrows. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order. — 

There  are  35  milk  vendors,  dairymen  and  cow- 
keepers  on  the  register,  and  their  premises  were 
periodically  inspected.  The  dairies  were  well  and 
cleanly  kept.  In  the  case  of  the  milk  sellers,  a 
great  number  of  them  practically  never  store  any 
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milk,  but  convey  it  direct  from  the  farmer — whom 
they  meet  on  the  road — to  their  customers.  Ice 
cream  vendors  do  not,  unfortunately,  come  under 
this  Order,  but  many  of  their  premises  were  in¬ 
spected  during'  the  summer  months. 

Public  Conveniences.  —  The  Public  Con¬ 
veniences  in  the  parks,  town,  and  on  the  sea  front 
were  inspected,  and  I  am  glad  to  again  report  that 
all  were  found  in  a  geod  and  clean  condition. 

Public  Buildings,  Schools  and  Institu  = 
tions. — The  number  of  public  building's,  schools 
and  institutions  inspected  was  eleven,  and  in 
many  several  improvements  were  deemed  necessary 
and  were  carried  out.  Particular  mention  may  be 
made  of  the  extensive  alterations  in  connection 
with  the  Royal  West  of  England  Sanatorium 
during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  when  the  very 
best  possible  work  and  fittings  were  provided  in 
accordance  with  modern  sanitary  science. 

Refreshment  Houses,  Hotels  &c.  —  The 

number  of  refreshment  houses,  hotels  and  provi¬ 
sion  shops  specially  inspected  was  41,  and  in 
some  instances  insufficient  and  defective  sanitary 
fitments  were  discovered  and  remedied. 

Margarine  and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Towards  the  closing  of  the  year  a  new  margarine 
factory  was  opened  within  the  district,  and  the 
whole  internal  arrangements,  fitting's  and  utensils 
seem  to  me  to  be  on  a  model  plan.  There  are  no 
drains  inside  the  building,  the  whole  floors  having 
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a  downward  gradient  over  cemented  smooth  sur- 

o 

faces,  falling-  to  open  channels  leading-  towards 
gully  traps  in  the  outside  air.  White  glazed  tiles 
are  also  used  in  abundance  to  form  impervious 
smooth  surfaces  to  the  inside  walls. 

Samples  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  were 
not  taken,  but  the  Countv  Police  take  action  under 
these  Acts. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — There  are  five 
common  lodging  houses  registered  in  the  town, 
and  all  are  situated  in  Union  Street.  This  gives 
an  increase  of  one  compared  with  last  year.  They 
accommodate  80  persons.  These  premises  were 
periodically  inspected,  and  cleansed  and  lime- 
washed  twice  during  the  year.  The  bye-laws 
regulating-  these  houses  have  been  well  observed 

O  o 

by  the  keepers. 

Sanitary  Certificates.  —  During  the  year 
your  Council  transferred  the  granting  of  Sanitary 
Certificates  from  the  Surveyor  to  myself,  and  in 
conjunction  therewith  a  new  form  of  certificate 
was  sanctioned,  and  specifications  drawn  up  and 
printed  to  facilitate  the  work,  and  to  make  the 
requirements  and  conditions  of  issue  practically 
uniform  in  every  case. 

New  Buildings. — In  October  of  last  year  I 
was  asked  to  undertake  the  supervision  of  laying 
and  testing  all  new  private  drains  and  sanitary 
fittings  in  connection  with  new  buildings  and 

o  to 

premises  for  which  plans  have  been  approved. 
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These  additional  duties  have  greatly  increased  my 
responsibilities  and  work.  The  drains  and  fitting's 
in  connection  with  63  premises  were  inspected, 
and  31  new  houses  certified  to  the  Surveyor  as 
having'  the  drains  and  sanitary  fitments  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  building  bye-laws.  A  special 
book  is  kept  for  this  work,  when,  in  addition  to 
the  usual  particulars,  a  sketch  plan  of  the  drain¬ 
age  system  is  made  and  duly  indexed  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  ordinary  entries. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 


On  the  1  st  January,  1902,  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  came  into  force,  which 
gives  local  authorities  much  additional  duties  to 
perform,  and  has,  therefore,  considerably  added 
to  the  duties  of  the  Health  Department.  Every 
District  Council  must  keep  a  register  of  all  work¬ 
shops  situated  within  their  district  ;  must  see  that 
every  Factory  is  provided  with  sufficient  closet 
accommodation  ;  that  every  occupier  of  a  workshop 
keeps  a  list  of  outworkers  in  certain  classes  of 
work,  on  the  prescribed  form,  a  revised  copy  of 
same  to  be  forwarded  to  the  District  Council 

twice  yearly  ;  and  to  the  closet  accommodation, 
ventilation,  air  space  and  cleanliness  of  workshops 
and  bakehouses,  including  the  limewashing  twice 

’  O  O 

a  year  of  the  latter. 

J 
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Under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  a 
register  of  workshops  is  kept,  and  45  workshops, 
including  bakehouses,  have  been  entered  therein. 
Th  ese  premises  were  periodically  inspected  during 
the  year.  The  workrooms  have  been  measured  and 
their  cubical  contents  calculated,  and  the  number 
of  persons  allowed  to  work  by  day  and  during 
overtime  plainly  put  on  cards  supplied  by  the 
Sanitary  Authority,  such  cards  being  conspicuously 
hung  in  some  part  of  the  rooms.  This  enables 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  the  Inspector  to 
determine  at  a  glance  whether  there  is  any  over¬ 
crowding  present  or  not.  There  is,  therefore,  no 
excuse  for  the  occupier  of  any  workshop,  as  he  can 
at  all  times  see  the  number  he  may  employ  in  any 
room. 

Outworkers.— Where  outworkers  are  employed 
in  certain  trades  mentioned  in  the  Act  lists  of  such 
outworkers  have  been  kept  on  the  prescribed 
forms,  copies  of  which  were  sent  to  the  Sanitary 
Department.  The  prescribed  forms  are  supplied 
by  the  District  Council.  The  dwellings  of  the 
outworkers  have  been  mostly  inspected  and  found 
clean.  Notifications  of  persons  suffering  from  a 
dangerous  infectious  disorder  were  received  during 
the  year  from  two  houses  occupied  by  outworkers, 
where  wearing  apparel  was  received.  The  whole 
of  the  articles  and  clothing  were  thoroughly  dis¬ 
infected,  and  the  homework  stopped  by  order  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  until  a  certain  time 
had  elapsed  after  fumigation. 
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Sanitation.  The  ventilation  of  4  workrooms 
was  improved,  and  the  cleansing*  and  limewashing* 
of  walls  and  ceilings  carried  out  in  23  workshops 
and  work-places.  In  3  more  the  w.c.  accommoda¬ 
tion  was  insufficient,  one  of  the  workrooms  being 
without  any  closet  whatsoever.  New  drains  and 
“wash-down”  w.c.  pans  were  provided  in  con¬ 
nection  with  14  factories  and  workshops.  In  two 
workrooms  the  products  of  combustion  from  the 
gas  heating  stoves  entered  the  rooms  freely,  and, 
on  representations  being  made,  the  gases  were 
conveyed  into  the  flue  or  chimney. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  no  underground  bake¬ 
houses  in  use  in  the  district  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Act.  One  bakehouse  is  a  factory,  as  it  has 
motive  power  in  use.  All  bakehouses  have  been 
limewashed  twice  during  the  year,  and  no  drain 
openings  or  w.  c’s  were  discovered  inside  or  in 
direct  connection  with  any  bakehouse. 

Legal  Proceedings.— It  is  very  satisfactory 
to  again  state  that  no  legal  proceedings  were 
necessary  for  enforcing  the  abatement  of  nuisances, 
although  considerable  pressure  had  to  be  brought 
to  bear  in  many  instances.  Generally  speaking, 
however,  the  owners  of  properties  are  willing, 
after  the  matter  is  explained  to  them,  to  bring  the 
hygienic  requirements  of  their  premises  up  to  a 
modern  standard,  and  worthy  of  a  health  resort  like 
Weston-super-Mare. 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK 

done  during  the  Tear. 


Houses  and  Premises  inspected  -  -  -  -  714 

Complaints  investigated  ------  445 

Complaints  referred  to  the  Surveyor  29 

Houses  systematically  inspected  -  -  -  -  -  105 

Refreshment  Houses,  Hotels,  and  Provision  Shops 

specially  inspected  ______  41 

Schools,  Public  Buildings  and  Institutions  inspected-  11 
Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  &c.  inspected  6 

Written  Notices  and  Letters  sent  with  respect  to  the 

abatement  of  Nuisances  -  -  -  -  -  623 

Verbal  Notices  given  -  -  -  -  -  -  -113 

Houses  and  Premises  (old)  provided  with  new  drains, 

properly  intercepted,  ventilated  &  made  watertight  185 
Number  of  times  water  test  applied  to  new  or  repaired 

drains  -  --  --  --  --  529 

Drains  cleared,  cleansed  and  repaired  -  -  -  119 

Soil-pipes  removed  to  outside,  or  repaired  and  properly 

ventilated  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -171 

Soil-pipes,  Ventilating  Shafts  and  Drains  tested  with 

the  smoke  machine  ------  233 

Number  of  old  Pan  Container  Closets  removed  -  41 

New  w.c.  Pans  provided  and  fixed  of  the  “wash-down” 

type  321 

Water  Closets  cleansed  and  repaired  88 

W.C.’s  without  external  ventilation  and  lighting 

abolished  or  reconstructed  -  -  -  -  -  10 

New  Flushing  Cisterns  supplied  to  water  closets  -  296 

Glazed  Stoneware  Sinks  provided  and  fixed  with 

properly  trapped  waste-pipes  -  -  -  -  192 

Number  of  Waste-pipes  disconnected  from  drains  -  252 

Number  of  rain  water  down  Pipes  disconnected  from 

drains  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -192 
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Rain-water  underground  Storage  Tanks  cleansed  and 

overflows  disconnected  from  drains  or  examined  122 
Urinals  reconstructed  or  repaired,  and  with  proper 

flushing  cisterns  provided  -----  5 

Yards  repaved  or  repaired  -  -  -  -  -  -126 

Sanitary  Dustbins  provided  and  Ashpits  abolished  -  31 

Defective  House  Roofs,  Walls,  Floors  and  Gutterings 

repaired  --------  63 

Number  of  Cesspools  cleared  and  cleansed  -  -  14 

Rooms  and  Premises  cleansed  and  limewashed  -  -  168 

Nuisances  from  Overcrowding  abated  -  -  12 

Nuisances  from  overcrowded  Workrooms  abated  -  5 

Stagnant  Water  removed  and  Private  Lanes  cleansed  60 

Rooms  fumigated  and  disinfected  after  illnesses  of 

infectious  character  -  -  -  -  -  -188 

Schools  fumigated  and  cleansed  -  -  -  -  1 

Nuisances  arising  from  the  keeping  of  Animals  abated  28 

Accumulations  of  Manure  and  other  Refuse  removed  54 

Defective  and  foul  Manure  Pits  abolished,  and  new 

Bins  provided  and  properly  drained  23 


Samples  of  Water  collected  and  examined  by  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  -----  3 

Samples  of  Water  taken  from  Wells  and  submitted 

for  analysis  --------3 

Number  of  Wells  and  Tanks  closed  and  town  Water 


laid  on-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -28 

Number  of  Sanitary  Certificates  granted  -  -  -  13 

Premises,  or  part  thereof,  closed  as  unfit  for  human 

habitation  --------  2 

Number  of  Premises  from  which  Infectious  Articles 

were  removed  -  -  -  -  -  -  -16 

Carcases  of  Pork  seized  and  destroyed  -  -  -  2 

Piggeries  abolished  -  --  --  --1 

New  Buildings  and  Premises  inspected,  for  which  plans 

had  been  approved  ------  63 

Number  of  Water  Tests  applied  to  the  drains  of  new 

buildings  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  75 
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Number  of  times  Smoke  Test  applied  to  the  drains 

of  new  building's  -------45 

Number  of  new  Houses  certified  to  the  Surveyor  as 
having  the  Drains  and  Sanitary  Fittings  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  Building  Bye-laws  31 

'  Licensed  Slaughter-houses  -  -  -  8 


Periodically 

Inspected. 


Registered  Dairies,  Milkshops,  and 

Cowsheds  -----  35 

Margarine  Factories  1 

Registered  Workshops,  including  Bake¬ 
houses  ------  45 

Offensive  Trades  within  District  -  -  3 

Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  -  5 


In  conclusion,  I  must  again  express  my  thanks 
for  the  strong  support  accorded  me  during  the  past 
year  by  the  Members  of  your  Council  and  Officials. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  JONES,  C.S.I., 

Jist  January ,  igoj.  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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STATUTORY  HOSPITAL, 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council 
of  Weston-super-Mare. 

Gentlemen, 

We  have  much  pleasure  in  again  presenting  to 
you  our  annual  statement  of  work  done  at  your 
Hospital  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1902. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  patients,  as  compared  with  last 
year,  owing  to  the  admission  of  several  cases  of 
diphtheria.  The  cases  of  the  latter  disease  required 
much  extra  nursing,  assistance  and  attention. 

The  steam  disinfector,  as  was  anticipated,  has 
entailed  much  extra  labour  and  supervision.  The 
number  of  infected  articles  having  passed  through 
the  chamber,  belonging  to  the  district,  was  1300; 
whilst  the  number  of  articles  disinfected,  belonging 
to  the  patients  when  being  discharged,  was  1223. 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  us  that  considerable 
improvements  have  been  effected  generally,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  addition  of  a  new  and  improved  ward. 

In  conclusion  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  again  express 
our  gratitude  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Sanitary  Committee  for  their  continued  support 
and  assistance. 

We  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Obediently  yours, 

JOHN  &  ELLA  SMITH. 
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STATUTORY  HOSPITAL. 


Statement  of  Patients  admitted  to  Hospital 

during  the  year  1902. 


In  Hospital  December  31st,  1901 
Admitted  during-  1902  - 

as  follows  : 

Scarlet  Fever  - 

Diphtheria  ----- 
Observation  - 
Discharged  during  1902  - 

Died  ----- 
Remaining  in  Hospital  December  31st,  1902 
Average  number  of  weeks  in  Hospital 
Number  of  weeks  in  Hospital 
Number  of  days  in  Hospital  - 


Total. 


12  ^ 
55  / 


67 


6 

402 

2814 
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CLIMATOLOGICAL  REPORT,  1902. 


The  observations  below  are  recorded  by  Mr.  F.  Allen  at  the  Town  Hall. 

The  sunshine  recorded  for  the  year  gives  a  total 
of  i486  hours,  or  a  decrease  of  98^  hours,  when 
compared  with  1901.  The  highest  number  of 
hours  of  sunshine  in  any  one  month  was  in  July, 
when  226  hours  were  registered.  It  should  be 
noted  that  the  apparatus  used  is  a  “  Campbell 
Stokes  ”  Sunshine  Recorder. 

The  rainfall  for  the  past  year  was  26*16  inches, 
which,  on  comparing  with  previous  reports,  I  find 
to  be  about  the  average  for  the  last  ten  years,  or 
an  increase  of  2*99  inches  on  last  year.  January 
opened  fairly  fine,  but  towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
month  a  severe  frost  commenced,  which  lasted  from 
the  29th  January  to  the  21st  February,  the  ther¬ 
mometer  registering  as  low  as  17*5  degrees,  or  14*5 
degrees  of  frost  in  February,  which  latter  month 
was  the  coldest  for  the  whole  year,  giving  a  mean 
temperature  of  36*4  degrees.  For  all  that, 
February  was  a  fairly  bright  month,  giving  a  total 
of  6y~  hours  of  sunshine. 

The  brightest  month  of  the  year  was  July,  giving 
a  mean  temperature  of  62*7  degrees,  or  an  average 
maximum  reading  of  70*3  degrees  in  the  shade. 

The  highest  recorded  temperature  in  the  shade 
happened  on  June  28th,  when  86  degrees  were 
registered  in  the  shade.  The  mean  temperature 
for  the  year  was  50  degrees. 
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